Woodsplitter injuries of the hand.
The hydraulic woodsplitter is a new labor-saving tool for woodstove users. A new spectrum of hand injury has been observed in association with its use. Twenty-three such injuries are reviewed. Among these were nine digit amputations, four of which were successfully replanted. There was a surprising preponderance of central digit injury, with border digit sparing due to the dominant role of the central digits in power grip of the log. Both human carelessness and faulty design features were instrumental in the production of injury.